Writing Support Guide

A clear starting point for students who need to figure out what kind of help they need right now: planning,
drafting, revising, researching, or formatting.

Choose the right kind of support

o If you do not know what to write yet, start with assignment directions, brainstorming, and simple
outlining.

e If you have ideas but no structure, move to thesis, paragraphing, and overall organization.
o If your draft exists but feels weak, focus on revision before you worry about proofreading.

o If you are using sources, check research expectations and source integration before finalizing the
paper.

A practical writing sequence

« Read the assignment slowly and identify the actual task, audience, and required evidence.
« Write a working claim or central purpose, even if it changes later.
o Build a simple outline around major points before drafting full paragraphs.

o Draft first, revise for ideas and structure second, and proofread last.

When to ask for help

o Ask for help early if you do not understand the assignment language.

o Ask for help when your paragraphs feel repetitive or disconnected.

e Ask for help when you have sources but are not sure how to connect them to your own ideas.

o Ask for help before the final due date so feedback still has value.
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